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INTRODUCTION 
 
McGill Planning Limited, 22 Wicklow Street, Dublin 2, is instructed by our client Scanron Ltd, Station Mews, 
Lindsay Grove, Glasnevin, Dublin 9, to prepare this Community & Social Infrastructure Audit. This audit 
relates to the amendment application for the development of lands which was once the Former 
Printworks/Smurfit site, east of Botanic Road and north of Iona Road, Dublin 9. The amendment application 
is for a proposed large-scale residential development consisting of 168 number residential units. The site 
area is c. 1.2 ha.  
 
The purpose of this report is to address an item in Dublin City /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Notice of LRD Opinion which was 
issued in accordance with section 32D of the Planning and Development (Large Scale Residential 
Developments) Act 2021. The opinion states that a ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ !ǳŘƛǘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎύέ is required to be submitted with the proposed planning application.  
 
This report will assess the Community and Social infrastructure in the area which includes a range of services 
that contribute to the quality of life of residents of an area. They form a key element for the fabric of the 
area in terms of the social, physical, and mental wellbeing of a community. This study has conducted a set of 
inventories that assess the availability and quality of services for a site in relation to the education, childcare, 
community facilities, healthcare, and other facilities. The services and facilities within a 1km buffer of the 
site have also been mapped. 
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SITE CONTEXT 

 
Figure 1: Site Location Map (Source: Google 2022) 

The subject site is located within Dublin City Council area. It is located on Botanic Road; Glasnevin and the 
development is ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ5ŀƴŜǎǿŜƭƭ tƭŀŎŜΩΦ Lǘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴǘǿƻǊƪǎκ {ƳǳǊŦƛǘ ǎƛǘŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
located c. 3km north of the city centre and c. 330m north of the Royal Canal. The site fronts onto Botanic 
Road, which is a main arterial route into the city centre, close to the local neighbourhood area known as 
IŀǊǘΩǎ Corner.   
 
¢ƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŘŜŜǇ ōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ 
ownership. The overall, larger site area received planning permission in 2015 for a residential development 
consisting of houses and apartments (DCC Reg.: 3665/15). This parent permission has been subject to 
several amendment applications and the principle of residential development is well established on this site.   
 
Construction of the houses to the south has been completed and these are now in private ownership, while 
to the area to the east is currently under construction and is still in the ownership of the applicant. Both 
areas which are constructed/ under construction are excluded from the subject application. A temporary 
street from Botanic Road provides access to the site and the recently constructed houses, this will be 
removed and replaced by a permanent access from the north-west of the site as originally envisaged in the 
parent permission. 
 
The site is within a well-established inner suburban area with predominantly residential housing in the 
vicinity. It is also within walking distance of a range of local amenities and services, frequent public transport 
options and employment opportunities.  
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  
 
The proposed development is for an LRD application as follows: 
 

The proposed development will consist of amendments to the development permitted on site under 
DCC Reg. Ref.: 3665/15 (ABP ref 29N.246124), as amended by DCC Reg. Refs.: 4267/17 and 2133/18 
(which are constructed/ currently under construction) and extended by DCC Reg. Ref.: 3665/15X2.  
 
The proposal will include the construction of 168 no. apartment units (12 no. studios, 72 no. 1 beds, 
68 no. 2 beds, and 16 no. 3 beds) within 5 no. blocks ranging in height from 1 to 6 storeys.   

¶ Block A ranges in height from 1 to 5 storeys and provides 28 no. residential units.  

¶ Block B ranges in height from 5 to 6 storeys and provides 40 no. residential units.  

¶ Block C ranges in height from 5 to 6 storeys and provides 44 no. residential units. 

¶ Block D ranges in height from 4 to 6 storeys and provides 48 no. residential units.  

¶ Block E is 3 storey duplex block and provides 8 no. residential units.  
All residential units are provided with associated private balconies/ terraces to the north/ south/ 
east/ west. 
 
The proposal also includes a creche (c. 235.6sqm), café (c. 77.4sqm), resident amenity space (c. 
мфоΦуǎǉƳύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǳƛǘ όŎΦ поΦуǎǉƳύ ƛƴ .ƭƻŎƪ ! ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎȅƳ όŎΦ 
109sqm) in Block B.  
 
Vehicular/ pedestrian/ cyclist accesses will be from Botanic Road. The proposal also includes the 
replacement of the existing vehicular access from Botanic Road at the south-western corner of the 
site with a pedestrian and cyclist access.  
 
The proposal will also include car, cycle and motorcycle parking at surface and basement level, all 
associated site development works, public and communal open spaces, roof gardens, landscaping, 
boundary treatments, plant areas, waste management areas, and services provision (including ESB 
substations) will be provided.  

 

Figure 2 
Proposed Site Layout Plan 
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It is worth noting that 35 no. 4 and 5 bed houses permitted under DCC Reg. Ref.: 3665/15 are 
constructed/under construction to the south and east of the subject site. The overall unit mix for the parent 
permission, as amended by the current proposal, will be as follows:  
 

Unit Size Number of Unit  

Studios 12 

Current Proposal 
1 Beds 72 

2 Beds 68 

3 beds 16 

4 beds 4 Permitted under  
DCC Reg. Ref.: 3665/15 5 beds 31 

Total 203 Overall Total 
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METHODOLOGY  
 
In order to assess the context of the subject site, a geospatial survey was undertaken to determine the 
current population demographics and levels of relevant services in the study area. The following datasets 
were used during the survey: 

¶ 2011 CSO Statistics  

¶ 2016 CSO Statistics  

¶ 2022 Google Maps  

¶ Dublin City Council website 

¶ Department of Education 

¶ HSE Facilities 

¶ Pobal 
 
Contact was also made with Dublin City Childcare Committee to confirm vacancy rates throughout childcare 
facilities within the surrounding area of the subject site.  
 
For the purposes of analysing the existing facilities that serve the subject site, a general catchment area 
within 1km from the site (as the crow flies) has been identified.  
 
As outlined in the planning report submitted with this application the RSES (Regional Spatial & Economic 
Strategy for the Eastern & Midlands Region, 2019) promote the concept ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ω10-minute ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΩΦ A 
1km catchment area is included as a 10-minute walk/cycle can be completed within this area. Guiding 
Principles set out by RSES along with the NTA and Local Authorities refer to the Integration of Land Use and 
Transport in a region and illustrate the inclusion of:  
 

άtƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛǎŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ƳŀȄƛƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
number of people living within walking and cycling distance of their neighbourhood or district 
centres, public transport services, and other services at ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦέ (RSES, 2019) 
 
ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ Ωмл ƳƛƴǳǘŜΩ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
are accessible in short walking and cycling timeframes from homes or accessible by high quality 
public transpoǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ (RSES, 2019) 
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AREA DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƻǘŀƴƛŎ .Ω 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
approximately 3,481 no. people at the time of the 2016 census. There was a c.6.7 % increase in the 
population between the 2011 and 2016 Census. 
 

Level Name 2011 2016 % Change  

Electoral Division  Botanic B  3,264 3,481 +6.7% 

County  Dublin  1,273,069 1,347,359 +5.8% 
Table 1: Electoral Division and County CSO population data. 

For the purpose of a demographic assessment, a wider local catchment area was selected to include the 
Electoral Divisions (Eds) within 1km of the subject site. This subject site is located within the Botanic B ED 
and the 1km buffer extends into the Botanic A, Botanic C, Cabra East A, Cabra East B, Ballybough B, Arran 
Quay A, Drumcondra South B, Drumcondra South C, Inns Quay A and Inns Quay B ED. It should be noted that 
both Cabra East B and Inns Quay B Eds are located in the 1km buffer but are not included in the population 
analysis due to the large proportion of ED area falling outside the 1km buffer. By removing these outlier Eds 
from the Local Area study, the risk of a skewed analysis has been reduced. This area is shown in figure 3 and 
will be referred to as the Local Area. The Local Area had a population of approximately 29,143 no. people in 
2016.  
 
Electoral divisions were chosen for analysis as these boundaries have not been adjusted from the 2011 
census compared to small area boundaries. A 1km buffer distance was chosen as on average it takes 10-12 
minutes to walk 1km and is therefore consistent with the ideology of a 10-minute settlement. The Local area 
saw a 7.7% increase in population between the 2011 and 2016 Census. 
 
 

 
Figure 3: Electoral Divisions within 1km of the Subject Site which represents the Local Area Catchment 
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Electoral Division  Population 
2011 

Population 
2016 

Pop. Change % Change 

Botanic A 3,084 3,174 +90 +2.9% 

Botanic B 3,264 3,481 +217 +6.7% 

Botanic C 1,967 2,222 +255 +13% 

Cabra East A 5,163 5,650 +487 +9.4% 

Drumcondra South B 1,526 1,697 +171 +11% 

Drumcondra South C 3,191 3,517 +326 +10% 

Arran Quay A 1,555 1,785 +230 +14.8% 

Inns Quay A 3,951 3,919 -32 -0.8% 

Ballybough B 3,349 3,698 +349 +10.4% 

Total 27,050 29,143 +2,093 +7.7% 

Table 2 CSO Data of the Local Area Catchment 

Socio-Economic Profile 
The Local Area has a population of 14,666 no. of people, at work, according to the 2016 census. There are 
1,689 no. people unemployed in the Local Area within the 2016 census. The largest industries for 
employment in the area are within the commerce and trade sector and professional services sector. 
Commerce and trade employs 3,447 no. people and professional services employ 3,903 no. people.  
 

Principal Economic Status  Dublin 2016  Local area 2016 

At work 56.5% 56.9% 

Looking for first regular job 0.9% 0.97% 

Unemployed having lost or given up previous job  6.5% 6.55% 

Student  11.7% 13.28% 

Looking after home/family  7.1% 5.11% 

Retired  13.4% 12.95% 

Unable to work due to permanent sickness or disability  3.5% 2.80% 

Other 0.4% 1.44% 

Total  100% 100% 
Table 3: Population proportion of primary status in Dublin and the local area 

Industries of Employment  Local area 2016  

At work 27 

Looking for first regular job 410 

Unemployed having lost or given up previous job  694 

Student  3,447 

Looking after home/family  1,504 

Retired  950 

Unable to work due to permanent sickness or disability  3,903 

Other 3,731 

Total  14,666 
Table 4: Population proportion of key industries of employment in the local area 
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Education  
The analysis of CSO data showed that most of the population are within the (25-64 years) age group. 6% are 
within the primary school age group and 6% are within the secondary age group. The age profile of the area 
is generally in line with the larger Dublin County age profile.  
 

Table 5 
Age 
Groups 
CSO 
Data of 
the 
Local 
Area 
Catchme
nt 

 

  

Age 2011 2016 Change % Change % of 
population  

0-4 Pre-school 1,284 1,281 -3 -0.23% 4% 

5-12 Primary  1,478 1,723 +245 +16.58% 6% 

13-19 Secondary 1,840 1,680 -160 -8.70% 6% 

20-34 Adults 9,465 10,146 +681 +7.19% 35% 

35-64 Adults 9,497 10,656 +1,336 +12.20% 37% 

65+ Adults 3,486 3,657 +107 +4.91% 13% 

Total 27,050 29,143 +2,093 +7.74% 100% 
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POLICY CONTEXT 
 

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern & Midlands Regional, 2019-2031 
The RSES along with the NTA and Local Authorities have developed Guiding Principles for Integration of Land 
Use and Transport in the region. These include: 

¶ For urban-generated development, the development of lands within or contiguous with existing 
urban areas should be prioritised over development in less accessible locations. Residential 
development should be carried out sequentially, whereby lands which are, or will be, most 
accessible by walking, cycling and public transport ς including infill and brownfield sites ς are 
prioritised.  

¶ The management of space in town and village centres should deliver a high level of priority and 
permeability for walking, cycling and public transport modes to create accessible, attractive, vibrant 
and safe, places to work, live, shop and engage in community life. Accessibility by car does need to 
be provided for, but in a manner, which complements the alternative available modes. Local traffic 
management and the location / management of destination car parking should be carefully 
provided. 

¶ Planning at the local level should prioritise walking, cycling and public transport by maximising the 
number of people living within walking and cycling distance of their neighbourhood or district 
centres, public transport services, and other services at the local level such as schools.  

¶ Support the Ωмл ƳƛƴǳǘŜΩ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ, whereby a range of community facilities and services 
are accessible in short walking and cycling timeframes from homes or accessible by high quality 
public transport to these services in larger settlements. 

¶ Cycle parking should be appropriately designed into the urban realm and new developments at an 
early stage to ensure that adequate cycle parking facilities are provided. 

 
wth фΦнлΥ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
integral part of regional infrastructure to include:  

ω {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ !ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ /ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ {ŎƘŜƳŜΦ  
ω vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ  
ω {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 9ŀǊƭȅ ¸ŜŀǊǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ  
ω¸ƻǳǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀǊƎŜt disadvantaged young people and improve their 
employability. 

 
RPO 9.21: In areas where significant new housing is proposed, an assessment of need regarding schools 
provision should be carried out in collaboration with the Department of Education and Skills and statutory 
plans shall designate new school sites at accessible, pedestrian, cycle and public transport friendly locations. 
 

The proposed development will benefit from its location close to significant social infrastructure, services, 
facilities, and employment opportunities within walking/cycling distance. These existing destinations in the 
area ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ Ω10-minute ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ as promoted by RSE being achievable for this 
development. 
 
The proposal also includes a creche, café and residential amenity along with sufficient cycle parking facilities 
to help encourage a modal shift away from car dependency.  
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Dublin City Development Plan 2016-2022 
¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ȊƻƴŜŘ ½м Ψto protect, provide and improve residential amenitiesΩ.  
 
Policies which relate to the creation of sustainable neighbourhoods/ communities are highlighted below. The 
subject site is located within an existing community however the development of this site allows for 
increased population will ensure services and facilities in the surrounding area will remain in operation. 
Increasing the ŀǊŜŀΩǎ population density contributes towards the ŀǊŜŀΩǎ attractiveness for employers and 
businesses to relocate here.  

¶ QH6 Attractive mixed use sustainable neighbourhoods which contain a variety of housing types and 
tenures with supporting community facilities, public realm and residential amenities and which are 
socially mixed in order to achieve a socially inclusive city 

¶ SN15 To ensure the optimum use of community facilities and that high-quality facilities are accessible 
to all. 

¶ SN17 To facilitate the provision in suitable locations of sustainable, fit-for-purpose childcare facilities 
in residential, employment, and educational settings, taking into account the existing provision of 
childcare facilities and emerging demographic trends in an area 

¶ SN30 To promote sustainable neighbourhoods which cater to the needs of persons in all stages of 
their lifecycle, i.e., children, people of working age, the elderly, people with disabilities. 

 
{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мсΦмс ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ψ{ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άbƻ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
tandem with the development. Planning applications for over 50 dwellings shall be accompanied by a report 
identifying the demand for school places likely to be generated and the capacity of existing schools in the 
ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΦέ 

 

The subject site is situated on a brownfield, infill site, located within a well-established inner suburban 
location and just outside the canal cordon which traditionally has delineated the city centre of Dublin. 
Developing this well serviced site will create a more attractive sustainable neighbourhood/community.  
 
There are numerous local centres already existing within the surrounding area of the site such as IŀǊǘΩǎ 
Corner Lower, IŀǊǘΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎ wƻŀŘ and Drumcondra Upper. Providing an additional local 
population of c. 548 persons will ensure these existing facilities and services will remain in business in the 
future. The wide range of facilities and services in proximity of the site will cater for future residents which in 
return will increase growth in the area and improve its attractiveness. 
 
The proposal includes a public open space that will serve the wider community. It has been designed with 
high-quality materials and facilities and will be accessible to all.  

 

Childcare Facilities Guidelines for Planning Authorities, 2001 
The Childcare Facilities Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2001) generally recommend that 1 no. childcare 
facility is required per 75 no. dwellings. However, it is acknowledged that this is not always appropriate, and 
ǘƘŜ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŀōƭŜ άǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ 
example, development consisting of single bed apartments or where there are adequate childcare facilities 
ƛƴ ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎέΦ In short, the provision of a childcare facility for new schemes of 75 no. dwellings 
is a guideline and not an absolute requirement. 
 
Lƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ 
childcare facility providing for a minimum 20 childcare places per approximately 75 dwellings may be 
appropriate. This is a guideline standard and will depend on the particular circumstances of each individual 
ǎƛǘŜ ώƻǿƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘϐέ ό/ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ Ŧƻr Planning Authorities, 2001, p.9). 
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Using the standard of 20 no. childcare facility required per 75 no. dwellings, the proposed development is 
likely to require c. 45 no. childcare places (168 total units /75 dwellings *20 childcare places). However, as 
this development primarily has one and two bed apartments, it is considered that the development is 
unlikely to generate this level of demand. If all one bed units are excluded, this level of demand is halved to 
c. 23 childcare spaces.  
 
Nevertheless, a creche of c.235.6 sq.m is included with this application to serve future residents. 

 

Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments, 2020  
The Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
2020 include specific guidance on childcare provision. This gives an indication of revised approach currently 
evolving in relation to childcare facilities particularly in the context of the current guidelines which were 
published nearly 20 years ago. Section 4.7 of the Guidelines states as follows: 
 
άbƻǘǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ όнллмύΣ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
progressed, and which recommend the provision of one child-care facility (equivalent to a minimum of 20 
child places) for every 75 dwelling units, the threshold for provision of any such facilities in apartment 
schemes should be established having regard to the scale and unit mix of the proposed development and the 
existing geographical distribution of childcare facilities and the emerging demographic profile of the area. 
One-bedroom or studio type units should not generally be considered to contribute to a requirement for any 
childcare provision and subject to location, this may also apply in part or whole, to units with two or more 
ōŜŘǊƻƻƳǎΦέ 
 

This report includes an assessment of the existing childcare provision in the area and their capacity. It was 
found that there is at present insufficient capacity available within the existing facilities in the area to cater 
for the likely demand generated by the proposed development. 
 
The unit mix for the proposed development is 12 no. studios, 72 no. one beds, 68 no. two beds and 16 no. 
three beds. This unit mix contains a large proportion of studios, and one beds which can be generally 
excluded when assessing childcare demand from a residential development.  
 
Nevertheless, a creche of c.235.6 sq.m is included with this application to serve future residents and the 
surrounding area. 
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SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW  
 
The study area surrounding the site comprises of the site at Daneswell Place and parts of Glasnevin and the 
surrounding areas. The existing community and social infrastructure in the study area has been coded as 
shown in Table 4 below and is described in more detail in sections to follow.  
 
All of the facilities are identified as being within 1 km from the site. This area is generated by a 1km άŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊƻǿ ŦƭƛŜǎέ ōǳŦŦŜǊ ȊƻƴŜ. Due to the existing urban layout, the walking/cycling distances to some facilities is 
slightly further than 1km. However, all facilities listed are well within a 3km walking/cycling distance 
(equating to a 40-minute walk/ 15-minute cycle). The tables below list the facilities within 1km and 2km as 
the crow flies and also provide an approximate walking/cycle route distance.  
 

Category Description 

Open Space and 
Sports Facilities 

Parks, Pitches, Residential Green Areas, Playgrounds, Sports Clubs, 
Stadiums, Racetracks, Swimming Pools, Gyms 

Education and 
Childcare 

Primary Schools, Post-Primary Schools, Special Schools, Third Level 
Universities, Other Educational Facilities, Montessori 

Community and Social 
Facilities 

Community Centres, Religious Facilities, Garda Stations, Help Centres, 
Citizen Services 

Cultural and 
Recreational Facilities 

Memorials, Libraries, Theatres, Museums/Galleries, Concert Halls 

Health Services  GPs, Pharmacies, Health Centres, Hospitals  

Retail Services Supermarkets, Convenience Shops, Speciality Services, 
Restaurants/Takeaways, Pubs 

Table 7 Infrastructure Categories 

Open Space and Sports Facilities  
A large range of open spaces and sports facilities are in the study area. Charleville Lawn Tennis Club, 
Prospect Square, {ǘΦ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Grounds and Mount Olive Tamil Church Grounds are all located within 
a c.10-minute walking distance from the proposed development. Many of these open spaces also have 
sports facilities within the open space areas providing a dual use to this space. For example, the grand canal 
is an attractive walk and cycle route. The area also benefits from Na Fianna GAA Club as well as Dalymount 
Park which offer sporting teams for a variety of age groups. 
 
The table below lists the variety of public parks and sports facilities within 1km of the site. The numbering 
corresponds to the map below, showing the location of each open space/sports facility.  
 

Public Parks  Distance from Site 
Walking 

Distance from Site 
Cycling 

Distance in 
Kilometres 

 

1. Glasnevin Cemetery 13 mins 5 min 1.1km 

2. National Botanic Gardens  10 min 6 min 0.75km 

3. Griffith Park 15 min 8 min 1.4km 

4. DCU Grounds  21 min 8 min 1.6km 

5. Claremont Lawns  10 min 4 min 0.75km 

6. St. ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΩǎ School Grounds  31 min 14 min 2.4km 

7. St. /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ School 7 min 3 min 0.6km 

8. Mount Olive Tamil Church  9 min 4 min 0.7km 

9. Lands off Cloniffe Road  22 min 9 min 1.7km 
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10. Mount Bernard Park 15 min 5 min 1.2km 

11. The Royal Canal Greenway 38 min 16 min 3km 

12. Blessington Street Park 17 min 7 min 1.4km 

13. hǳǊ [ŀŘȅΩǎ tŀǊƪ 18 min 6 min 1.4km 

14. {ǘΦ !ƴƴŜΩǎ tƻŎƪŜǘ tŀǊƪ 15 min 6 min 1.2km 

15. Prospect Square  4 min 2 min 0.3km 

Sports Facilities  

16. Na Fianna GAA Club 13 min 3 min 1km 

17. Dalymount Park 13 min 5 min 1km 

18. Shandon Pitch and Putt 11 min 5 min 0.95km 

19. Charleville Lawn Tennis Club 6 min 5 min 0.5km 
Table 8 Public Parks within 1km of subject site  

 
Figure 4: Open Green space and sports facilities within 1km of the Subject Site which represents the Local Area Catchment 
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Figure 5: Open Green space and sports facilities within a 15-minute walk of the Subject Site which represents the Local Area 
Catchment 

Childcare 
Pobal Maps provides details of the childcare facilities throughout the country. These maps show that there 
are 13 no. childcare facilities within 1km of the subject site. These areas are listed in the table below and 
mapped in the image below.  
 

Childcare Facilities  Distance from 
Site Walking 

Distance from 
Site Cycling 

Distance in 
Kilometres 

1. Little Learners 9 min 3 min 750m 

2. Old McDonalds Montessori & Naionra 16 min 5 min 1.4km 

3. Tír Na Nog 14 min 5 min 1.1km 

4. Bizzy B's Childcare 14 min 5 min 1.1km 

5. Cuddles 'N Care Ltd 10 min 3 min 800m 

6. Little Learners at ABCD 14 min 4 min 1.1km 

7. N.C.R Childcare 19 min 6 min 1.6km 

8. Suantrai Ltd 17 min 5 min 1.4km 

9. St Peter's Montessori School 12 min 4 min 900m 

10. Hyde and Seek Glasnevin 4 min 3 min 260m 

11. Tigers Preschool @ St. Vincents 3 min 3 min 210m 

12. Prospect Montessori 2 min 2 min 190m 
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13. Hyde & Seek Childcare Ltd 16 min 5 min 1.3km 

 

 
Figure 6: Childcare facilities within 1km of the subject site 

 
These facilities were contacted by phone on the 1st and 4th June 2022 to determine their current vacancies. 
Contact was also made with Dublin City Childcare Committee to confirm vacancy rates throughout childcare 
facilities within the surrounding area of the subject site. This information is displayed in the table below. It 
was established that between the 13 no. childcare facilities, there were 9 no. childcare space vacancies at 
the time of the survey.   
 

 Existing Childcare 
Facilities within 1km of 
Subject Site 

Location Capacity Vacancies  Service Offered 

 Childcare Facilities    

1.  Little Learners  54 Iona Crescent  39 1 Sessional, Part time, 
School Age. 

2.  Old McDonalds 
Montessori & Naionra 

1 Fleming Road 22 0 Part time. 

3.  Tír Na Nog Mobhi Road 33 0 Sessional. 

4.  Bizzy B's Childcare 62 Glasnevin Hill No answer Full day care. 


